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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-329
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Bowman
Date of Introduction: May 15, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: May 16, 2019
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Council Rule 1.106 – Chaplain – to provide that invocations given by invited guests at the beginning of Council meetings “…must not be exploited to convert others to a particular faith, to advance any particular faith, or to disparage any faith or belief. The invocation shall be free from personal political views or partisan politics, from sectarian controversies, and from any intimations pertaining to federal, state or local policy. The length of the invocation shall not exceed two minutes. It shall be incumbent on the Chaplain or Council Member inviting the guest chaplain to advise him or her of these guidelines in advance of the scheduled invocation.” The bill also requests that the Council President annually, or more frequently as necessary, review and revise the Council President’s Executive Policy on Council Invocations.
Background Information: President Bowman promulgated the Council President’s Executive Policy on Council Invocations on May 1, 2019. The policy cites various court rulings regarding the permissibility and role of invocations at the beginning of meetings of public bodies.
Policy Impact Area: Council meeting invocations
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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